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Next Community Outreach Meetings
to Discuss Underground Utility
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Tuesday, March 7th, 6:30 PM
Iowa Community Center
338 North Iowa Avenue
Villa Park, Illinois
Thursday, March 23rd, 6:30 PM
Iowa Community Center
338 North Iowa Avenue
Villa Park, Illinois
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The Village has been doing
its homework
Following a major rain storm in 2013 in which more than
nine inches of rain fell over a two-day period, the Village
of Villa Park worked with outside engineering firms to
identify projects that would reduce flooding and basement
back-ups. From these studies and other master planning
documents, plans were developed to address the Village’s
underground utility infrastructure needs: sanitary sewers,
combined sewers, storm sewers, and water mains.

Underground utility improvements
are a high priority
Maintaining and improving our underground utilities is
a high priority of the Village given their role in allowing
residents to maintain a healthy and comfortable lifestyle.
Completing these underground utility improvements
in conjunction with street improvements provides cost
savings and reduces inconvenience to residents.

Village Board evaluates
financing options
The Village Board has extensively evaluated grants,
loans, and fees as sources of funding for underground
utility improvements. The Village Board is now looking
at a sales tax increase as an additional funding option to
address the Village’s highest priority underground utility
improvements.

It’s easy to forget about utilities beneath us,
but their condition impacts our everyday
lives, from ponding water in the streets to the
reliability of our drinking water. Thank you
for taking the time to learn more about the
Village of Villa Park’s proposed underground
utility improvement plan.
Village of Villa Park
President & Board of Trustees
Deborah Bullwinkel, President
Chris Aiello
Albert Bulthuis
Nick Cuzzone
Donald Kase
Robert Taglia
Bob Wagner

*Denotes a higher sales tax rate exists within a commerical district.

The above bar graph shows the difference between the Villa Park sales tax and other
municipalities in the area.
Lufkin Park
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Has the Village of Villa Park placed
a sales tax increase measure on the
April 4, 2017 ballot?
Yes. The Villa Park Board of Trustees voted to place a
0.5% sales tax increase measure on the April 2017 ballot
to address aging and deteriorating underground utility
infrastructure.

Has the Village pursued grant
monies prior to considering placing
a sales tax increase on the ballot?
Yes. The Village has sought and obtained federal, state,
and county grants and low-interest loans to help offset
the cost of future improvements. The Village has secured
$6.5 million in grant funding, which has reduced the total
estimated funding needed and helped mitigate the cost to
our residents. The Village continues to pursue grant funding
wherever available for all eligible projects to help with the
costs of needed improvements.

Does other financing exist for Village
underground utility improvements?
Yes. The Village recently implemented a $3 monthly
combined sewer separation fee and a $6 monthly
stormwater fee for residential properties with higher rates
for commercial properties. Water and wastewater funds are
collected through monthly water and sewer bills. When a
surplus is available in the water or wastewater fund, it can
be used for underground utility improvements.

What do underground utility
improvements cost?
Underground utility improvement costs vary based on
type of utility, size, and depth. Storm sewers typically cost
in the range of $2-$2.5 million per mile, while water main
improvements typically cost $2.5-$3 million per mile.
Underground stormwater detention typically costs in the
range of $500,000 to $750,000 per acre-foot, while aboveground stormwater detention typically costs in the range
of $400,000 to $500,000 per acre-foot. All of these costs
assume completion of these improvements in conjunction
with a related street project. Otherwise, these costs would
be considerably higher.

Repair sleeve on damaged water main

Unfunded Underground Utility Map
Figure 1

Why complete these underground
utility improvements now?

How have the proposed
improvements been determined?

The Village is in the process of completing street
improvements funded through voter-approved bond
proceeds. It is more cost effective to complete the
associated underground utility improvements as a part
of the road improvements. Completing the underground
utility improvements as part of the street projects reduces
costs, reduces inconvenience to residents, and reduces
future damage to the new pavement as a result of
underground utility work.

The Village of Villa Park, in cooperation with several
engineering consultants, completed a number of
master planning documents and engineering studies.
These include the Village of Villa Park Comprehensive
Flood Plan and Storm Sewer System Analysis, the
Sugar Creek Watershed Drainage Improvement
Project Conceptual Design Report, the IKE-PLP Grant
Study and Stormwater Management Addendum, the
Sanitary Sewer Master Plan, and the Water Master
Plan. These studies have identified areas where
the Village will benefit most from the proposed
improvements.

How would the voter-approved sales
tax revenues be used?
The new sales tax revenues would be used for any Village
approved underground utility infrastructure improvements,
including, but not limited to the installation, maintenance,
and replacement of combined sewer separation, sanitary
sewers, stormwater, and water mains.

Figure 1 highlights the proposed projects which could
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What is the estimated impact of the
proposed sales tax increase?

The proposed sales tax is estimated to generate an
additional $1.5 million per year. Approximately 50% of the
sales tax collected in Villa Park may be attributed to nonresidents. The sales tax increase will only apply to general
merchandise purchased in Villa Park. There will be no
impact on property taxes as a result of this tax increase.

What goods and services are
included and not included in the
proposed sales tax?

65%

65%
The proposed sales tax increase will not apply
to titled 65%
goods, such as vehicles, watercraft, and trailers. Also not
Over 50 Years 65%
65%
included are groceries, prescription medications,
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prescription items claimed to have medical value (aspirin,
65%
cough medicine, medicated hand lotion, etc.), prosthetics,
syringes, eyewear, and dentures. The proposed sales tax
increase will apply to general merchandise, including,
but not limited to, soft drinks, candy, restaurant food,
computers, electronics, and grooming and hygiene
products.
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Figure 2: Unfunded Underground Utility Projects
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