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Property Owners Urged to be Mindful of Water Quality
this Summer
Wheaton, IL – In order to be mindful of water quality this summer, property owners may
consider practicing natural lawn care and implementing green infrastructure projects to reduce
pollutants reaching DuPage County waterways.
Commonly referred to as nonpoint source pollutants, these contaminants include fertilizer and
pesticides, car oils, pet waste and litter. Once mixed in with stormwater runoff, they drain
directly to streams and storm sewers off impervious surfaces, such as roadways, sidewalks and
roofs.
Residents can reduce the amount of pollutants involved with lawn care by following natural
practices, including:
 Use a simple and inexpensive soil test to determine what – if any – nutrients are needed.
 If nutrients are necessary, use natural compost instead of traditional fertilizer. Consider
composting lawn clippings, leaves and other natural materials.
 Eliminate pesticide use by hand pulling any weeds.
 Allow grass to grow up to three inches before mowing, which improves its health by
allowing roots to grow longer. These longer roots will also help remove pollutants from
stormwater runoff.
In addition, residents may consider these green alternatives to common home improvement
projects:
 Install a rain garden with deep-rooted native plants to filter pollutants from stormwater
runoff.
 Use a rain barrel or larger rainwater harvesting system to capture rainwater for reuse,
such as lawn irrigation.



Instead of repaving driveways, consider installing permeable pavers or porous concrete
that allows stormwater to permeate through instead of running off.

For more information on reducing nonpoint source pollution this summer, visit
www.dupageco.org/EDP/Stormwater_Management/Water_Quality/45853/.
###
[EDITORS NOTE: Please include the following green infrastructure examples in your coverage.]

Various types of rain barrels available in DuPage County. For more information, visit
http://www.theconservationfoundation.org/page.php?PageID=52.

An example of a streetscape rain garden in Elgin that is maintained by the homeowner.

This permeable paver and green roof combination at Hubble Middle School (Warrenville) is a
great way to reduce stormwater runoff.

